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COLI^  VALLEY  URB/HnI'  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall , 
Linthwaite. 


Gontlemen, 


Although  the  past  year  has  witnessed  the  end  of 
hostilities,  this  report  is  still  required  to  be  presented 
in  its  abbreviated  form.  Detailed  statistics  are  filed  for 
future  referencOi  The  year  has  also  seen  the  return  to  their 
homes  of  the  London  and  Brighton  evacuees, some  of  whom  have 
been  with  us  since  1940.  The  special  staff  engaged  for 
billeting  and  welfare  work  has  beon  dispensed  with,  but  much 
work  still  remains  in  connection  with  the  disposal  of 
Government  Stores, 

Mr,  Morgan,  Sanitary  Inspector  in  charge  of  Housing 
work,  retired  on  superannuation  early  in  the  year  after  20 
years  service  with  the  Golcar  U.D.C,  and  the  Colne  Valloy 
U.D.G,  The  vacancy  has  not  been  filled  to  date,  and  only  a 
few  urgent  cases  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act 
1936. 


The  year  reviewed  in  the  following  pages  has  been 
a satisfactory  one  from  a health  point  of  view,  nothing  more 
serious  than  the  tail  end  of  a measles  outbreak  having  to  be 
dealt  with. 

To  the  Staff  of  the  Department  I offer  my  best 
thanks  for  their  help  and  co-operation,  and  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  I wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  tho  support  I have  received  in  the  various 
matters  submitted  to  them  during  tho  year. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.T.E.  Nai smith. 
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GEKBRAL  PROVISION  FOR  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
As  in  previous  years. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  (in  acres) 16,052 

Registrar-General ♦s  estimate  of  resident 

population  mid  1945  20,220 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945) 

according  to  the  Rate  Books  ••  •*  7,584 

Rateable  value  and  the  sum  represented 

by  a penny  rate  ..  * £122,561  - £463 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

269 

139 

130 

Illegitimate 

• • 

28 

15 

13 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

the 

estim.ated  resident  population  «* 

STILL  BIRTI-B. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . • . . . 

8 

3 

5 

Illegitimate  . * 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

• t 

1 

1 

(live  and  still)  births 

. * 

DEATHS. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

241 

134 

107 

Death  Rate  per  1-000  of 

the 

estimated  resident  population  *♦ 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES,  Nil* 


14.69 


29.40 


11.91 


DEATH  RATE  ^ INFANTS  UNDER  ONE.  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  <«  ..  ..  ..  33«67 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29.74 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  k.:  ... 
births  ..71.42 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) ..36 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ..  ♦.  Nil 


MAIN  GROUPS  OF  DEATHS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Last  year 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

15 

22 

37 

27 

Heart  Diseases 

37 

20 

65 

77 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

1 

6 

11 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

7 

11 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

> 

.. 

1 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

1 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

- 

Cancer 

23 

13 

36 

32 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

7 

4 

11 

10 

Non-pulnonary  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

7 
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PREVALENCE  ^ CONTROL  OVEV.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTNSR  DISEASES. 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under 

School 

Over 

School 

age 

School 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

17 

38 

12 

19 

7 

Diphtheria 

2 

6 

8 

2 

4 

2 

Measles 

146 

149 

295 

173 

114 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

40 

66 

52 

14 

- 

Pneumonia 

10 

9 

19 

Erysipelas 

2 

7 

9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis : 

Pulmonary 

7 

4 

11 

Non  Pulmonary 

4 

3 

7 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


This  year  as  a whole  ranks  fairly  well  in  records  of  the 
more  serious  type  of  infectious  disease.  Scarlet  Fever  with 
38  cases  compares  with  49  last  year  and  111  the  previous  year. 

37  cases  were  moved  to  hospital  and  1 treated  at  home. 

Diphtheria  with  8 cases  has  double  the  number  of  last  year, 
and  of  those,  6 had  not  been  immunised  and  1 had  had  only  one 
of  the  tviTo  doses  required.  Measles  with  295  oases  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  constituted  the  second  half  of  an  outbreak 
which  commenced  in  October  of  last  year.  Whooping  Cough 
recorded  66  cases.  No  deaths  occurred  from  any  of  these  diseases. 

Tuberculosis  cases  at  18  showed  a welcome  reduction  on  32 
last  year  and  an  average  of  27  over  the  last  5 years.  Twelve 
deaths  resulted  from  this  disease. 


SANITARY  CIRCIMSTANCES  W ^ AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  throe  outstanding  statutory  notices  requiring  provision 
of  the  Corporation’s  supply  to  3 houses  at  Haughs  Green,  Golcar, 
have  been  complied  v/ith. 

A property  owner  in  the  North  Ward  put  down  a bore  and 
pump  to  remedy  a failing  supply  from  a spring. 

Efforts  were  continued  to  counteract  the  plumb o-solvent 
character  of  the  supply  at  Woods  Estate,  Marsden.  Limestone 
chippings  were  placed  in  long  channels  for  the  water  to  run 
through.  The  average  pH  value  of  four  tests  before  application 
was  5,0  and  of  twontytwo  tests  afterwards  6,37.  The  average 
load  content  in  grains  per  gallon  in  four  tests  previous  to  the 
application  of  the  limostone  chippings  vras,  half  hour  contact 
,2,  and  all  night  contact  ,528.  Subsequent  to  the  application 
of  limestone  chippings  the  content  was,  in  nineteen  tests  of 
half  hour  contact  ,13,  and  in  twentyfour  tests  of  all  night 
contact  ,25.  As  the  permissible  content  should  not  exceed  ,1 
grain  per  gallon  the  Council  decided  to  instal  a lime  treatment 
plant  and  placed  an  order  with  Messrs,  Bell  Bros,  Ltd.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  v;iil  be  in  operation  about  mid  1946. 

Dviring  the  year  a questionnaire  on  water  supplies  was 
completed  for  the  Mini.stry  of  Health,  In  this  connection  it 
was  found  that  tho  position  with  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory 
Rockingstone  supply  had  improved  in  that  of  44  houses  previously 
served  16  have  gone  on  to  the  Corporation’s  supply,  1 house 
has  boon  closed,  and  of  tho  27  still  sorved  15  aro  situated 
towards  tho  head  of  tho  water  course  ojid  abovo  the  chief  points 
of  danger  of  pollution. 
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The  percentages  of  supply  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as 
follows:-  Huddersfield  Corporation  57.62,  Earl  Dartmouth  11,87, 
Private  Supplies  15,93,  giving  a total  of  85.42  per  cent  of 
houses  with  a laid  on  supply.  The  balance,  representing  14.58 
of  the  houses  have  to  carry  in  water  from  nearby  wells  and  springs. 


DRA.INAG-E  AND  SEy/ERAGE.  No  extension  was  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  Nothing  to  report. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  position  under  this  heading  is  much  the  same  as  last  year, 
conversions  and  improvements  still  being  governed  by  lack  of 
materials  and  labour.  Tables  arc  filed  showing  the  Ward  position 
and  changes  during  the  year.  Six  privies,  four  tubs  and  one 
tipper  closet  have  been  replaced  by  W.C,*s  and  eight  additional 
V/.C.»s  have  been  provided  for  old  property.  No  new  houses  were 
built  during  the  year.  Eleven  subsidies  of  £3  each  were  paid  for 
conversions.  The  percentage  of  W,C.»s  to  total  number  of  closets 
in  the  district  is  75.6  Details  of  types  at  the  end  of  the  year 
being:-  Privies  1041,  Tub  Closets  462,  Waste  Watorcloscts  70 
ejid  Waterclosets  4-868. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Wxhile  difficulties  have  occurred  from  time  to  time  owing  to 
shortage  of  staff  they  have  eventually  been  overcome  and  the  work 
carried  out  satisfactorily  with  very  few  complaints.  It  is  hoped 
that  now  men  are  being  released  from  the  Forces  we  shall  be  able 
to  reinstate  some  of  our  former  employees  in  the  near  future, 

Slaithwaito  Destructor  Works.  Owing  to  the  chimney  being 
defective  and  partly  pulled  down,  these  works  have  been  closed 
and  the  refuse  is  now  taken  to  our  controlled  tip  at  Rotoher. 


SALVAGE. 

Activities  in  this  department  are  sirailar  to  previous  years; 
a special  vehicle  and  staff  are  employed  for  this  work.  While 
there  is  a tendency  on  the  part  of  householders  to  save  loss 
salvage  the  amount  collected  is  only  slightly  lower  than  last 
year.  The  premises  used  as  our  Salvage  Depot  at  Golcar  have 
been  sold  by  the  owner  during  the  year  and  we  have  had  to  remove 
to  Slaithvvaitc  Destructor  Works  which  has  been  closed  for 
Refuse  Disposal. 


SANITilRY  CIRCUlylSTANCES  Tm  AREA. 


NUISANCES. 

The  number  of  nuisances  in  hand  at  the  end  of  1944  was  40, 
and  these  with  94  reported  during  the  year  gave  a total  of  134 
for  abatement.  Of  these  82  were  abated,  leaving  52  to  carry 
forward  unabated.  Four  of  the  items  brought  forv/ard  under 
statutory  notices  were  abated  during  the  year,  and  many  of  the 
cases  carried  forward  are  simply  duo  to  inability  of  owners  to 
obtain  labour  and  materials  needed  in  the  work  of  abatement. 
The  largest  proportion  of  the  nuisances  related  to  defective 
sanitary  conveniences  and  defective  drainage. 

Of  7 outstanding  statutory  notices  6 were  complied  with, 
one  was  issued  during  the  year  and  complied  with. 
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FACTORIES  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

Additions  and  deductions  in  the  Register  during  the  year 
leave  the  totals  at  the  31st .December  1945  as  follows;- 
150  "Power"  factories,  and  53  "Non  Power"  factories*  These 
figures  include  14  "Power"  and  6 "Non  Power"  bakehouses. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses.  Pressure  of  work  has 
only  allowed  of  one  routine  visit  to  this  class  of  premises 
and  a few  minor  requirements  under  the  Factories  Act  have  had 
to  be  held  over  on  account  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  materials 
and  labour  necessary. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  situation  in  effect  remains  much  the  same  as  for  the 
last  few  years.  Improvement  in  smoke  omission  from  industrial 
premises  is  retarded  by  the  quality  of  coal  obtainable,  and 
the  prospect  of  any  betterment  in  this  respect  seems  remote. 

The  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  has  revised  its  constitution 
and  is  embarking  on  a vigorous  cempaign  against  atmospheric 
pollution,  particularly  that  arising  from  the  combustion  of  fuel. 
To  this  end  it  is  advocating  the  fitting  of  ranges  for  the  use 
of  smokeless  fuel  in  all  new  houses.  The  Council  have  become 
members  of  the  National  Society  and  are  also  members  of  the 
West  Riding  Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Committee.  They  have  in 
force  a Byelaw  limiting  the  emission  of  black  smoke  to  3 minutes 
in  the  half  hour  from  industrial  premises. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  two  businesses  registered  under  this  heading, 
one  soap  boiling  in  connection  with  a wool  scouring  business 
and  one  gut  scraping  which  is  carried  on  in  a branch  of  the 
Council’s  slaughterhouse.  Both  are  carried  on  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT. 

• w "■  ■ '•  ■ ■■■•  •■■■■!  ■ p I I ">«*■  mwrnmfm 

Work  under  this  Act  during  the  year  has  consisted  of  help 
and  advice  in  a few  cases  of  minor  infestation  of  private 
premises,  and  treatment  of  major  infestations  at  Rotcher  Tip 
and  the  Slaughterhouse,  At  the  tip,  spoon  gassing  was  employed 
and  a marked  decrease  in  the  rat  population  was  noticed.  At 
the  Slaughterhouse  37  baiting  and  poisoning  points  wore  used  and 
a complete  clearance  was  effected. 


INSPECTION  AI^  SUPERVISION  FOOD. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  89  registered  cowkeepers  and  150  cowsheds  in  the 
district.  The  average  number  of  cows  kept  is  875,  Thirteen 
licences  for  the  production  of  Accredited  Milk  are  in  force, 
no  now  licences  have  been  issued  during  the  year.  More 
alterations  arc  now  being  carried  out  to  the  cowsheds  and  this 
particularly  applies  to  the  additional  sheds  which  have  been 
registered  during  the  year,  though  the  difficulty  of  getting 
materials  is  still  curtailing  progress  in  this  direction.  On 
the  whole,  however,  the  structural  conditions  are  good  and  the 
cows  and  premises  inspected  during  the  year  were  found  to  be 
clean. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  L^AT  SUPPLY. 

Under  the  Meat  Control  our  Slaughterhouse  is  only  used  as 
a distribution  centre,  except  for  the  occasional  slaughtering  of 
pigs  for  private  use.  All  other  slaughtering  is  carried  out 
at  Huddersfield. 


HOUSING. 

Eleven  houses  v/ore  Inspected  and  recorded  during  1945,  and 
a certain  amount  of  repair  work  was  obtained.  The  Council's 
Housing  Inspector  retired  under  superannuation  in  February,  1945 
and  had  not  been  replaced  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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